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FEATURES

Nifty USB kit proves
a versatile gadget

Tom Pillans
computers

The clever little USB 2.0 to SATA/IDE kit from Brando
Workshop.

ONCE in a while, someone comes along
with a simple little gadget that turns a
complicated or messy job into a much
simpler one.In this case, the gadget is a USB
2.0 to Serial ATA/IDE cable. Think about it:
a cable that will allow you to run a couple of
external hard disks, a CD or DVD burner
from one of your computer’s USB ports.

You could back up files to an external
hard disk, watch movies on an external
DVD drive, burn music files to a CD
rewriter. Any device that will accept a
standard SATA or IDE connector can be
used with this cable and many computer
users have a spare drive or two left over
from their last upgrade.

You will need a power cable too, of course,
and a suitable Australian power cable is
provided with the box by Brando
Workshop, a Hong Kong-based electronics
specialist, as well as a power transformer.

The cable has a USB 2.0 connector at one
end and a plastic doover at the other
bearing three connectors: a 40-pin IDE
connector for standard devices, a 43-pin IDE
connector of the type commonly used by
notebook hard disks and on the top a SATA
socket. A SATA cable is also provided.

You cannot run two different types of IDE
disk simultaneously but you can run a
SATA drive and one IDE drive at the same
time.

You plug the IDE connector into a drive
first, then the power cable goes into the
drive and the power transformer goes into

the mains socket. Lastly, you plug the USB
end of the cable into the host machine’s
socket and the drive should spin up.

Windows XP should recognise the
additional device instantly. Earlier
versions of Windows will need drivers and
a suitable disk is included in the box.

An ancient 41Mb hard disk – salvaged
from my first PC nearly 20 years ago – and
a comparatively newer 120Gb model
provided the test machines for this exercise.

Windows detected both with no fuss and
re-partitioning and formatting proved
trouble-free.

Performance was only fair to middling
but that was only to be expected with such
old hardware – a reminder of just how far
hard drives have come.

The data cable supports USB 2.0 data
transfers of up to 480Mb/sec and worked
faultlessly, allowing a movie to be viewed
on one external drive with no discernible
stuttering, while files were written to the
other.

The kit costs $US35 ($US3 postage) and is
an interesting gadget for both desktop and
notebook owners.

http://usb.brando.com.hk/

Mini-racers
CODEMASTERS is reviving its classic Micro
Machines miniature car racing series. The
fourth title in the series is being developed for
PC, PSP, PlayStation 2 and Nintendo DS.
Micro Machines v4 will feature even more
power-ups and weapons to use against
opponents while racing as well as some old
favourites, like the car-mounted giant
hammer.

www.atari.com.au

Playing housewife
A GAME based on the popular television
series Desperate Housewives is being
developed by Buena Vista Games, a
subsidiary of Walt Disney Co.

Acronis updated
MANACCOM has launched version 9.1 of
Acronis True Image, the backup drive
imaging software, for Windows-based server
and enterprise-class offices.

www.manac.com.au

X-Men return
ACTIVISION will release X-Men: The Official
Game to coincide with the forthcoming
release of the movie X-Men: The Last Stand.

Sequel to God of War
A SEQUEL to God of War is on the way for
PlayStation 2.

UP TO 50% OFF 
• salvaged ancient Australian timbers • unique 
solid feature pieces • coffee & dining tables  
• mirrors • benches • butchers blocks & more...
We also custom make furniture, vanities, kitchen 
benches & stock wide slabs up to 4m long

Australian Timber Slabs

3/11 Green St, Brookvale
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-4:30pm
Tel: 9939 0093         
www.australiantimberslabs.comC
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Warehouse Clearance
Famous European brands of quality tableware

avantgarde

1000’s items suitable for Home, Gifts, Clubs, Restaurants, Hotels & Function Centres

Starting Saturday April 1 
Closing Sunday April 23 
open from 9.00am to 3.00pm daily

51 CHARD ROAD, BROOKVALE

UP TO

50%OFF
NORMAL WHOLESALE

credit cards 
accepted
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62 Chisholm Ave, Avalon Sydney
Ring for inquiries 0414 849 580

www.nada-art.com

Nada Herman - Witkamp
Nada’s Open Studio/Gardens 

This year Nada Herman-Witkamp will be holding 
her painting exhibtion at “Hy-brasil” over Easter 

as well as the two weekends prior.
The public is invited to bring a picinic, some friends 

and visit the unique historical property perched 
high overlooking Avalon and Pittwater.

April 1st & 2nd, 7th & 8th

Also Easter 14th, 15th, 16th & 17th  10am - 5pm 
Tea and Coffee are available. There will also be a 
painting raffl e to raise money for cancer research.
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Philip Windsor* and his team –
delivering premier financial planning
services to the Northern Beaches.

• Complex financial issues made easy

• Comprehensive financial solutions

• Friendly caring atmosphere

• We take the time you need

• Free parking  • Community focused
For more information or a complimentary
initial appointment, please contact us on:

8976 1070

Genesys Wealth Advisers Ltd
• ABN 20 060 778 216 • Australian Financial Services

Licence No. 232686 • *Representative Number 243454
• Principal member of the FPA

Financial peace of mind Visit us at the latest Ella Baché Franchise 
Concept Salon: 694 Military Road, Mosman 
• Book & enjoy a treatment during opening week 
(2nd-8th April ‘06) to receive 15% off Ella Baché 
 retail products • During opening month (3rd April-
3rd May ‘06) all treatment purchases over $50 go 
into draw to win: 1st Prize - Weekend Package - 
Cypress Lakes valued over $1,300, 2nd Prize - Ella 
Baché Gift Basket valued at $500, 3rd Prize  Ella 
Baché Mosman Gift Voucher valued at $200.
Prizes drawn 3rd May ‘06, winners will be notified by telephone 
4th May ‘06.  Promotions can not be transferred, redeemed af-
ter specified times or used in conjunction with any other offer.
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Ella Baché 

Mosman has 

MOVED and is 

under NEW 

MANAGEMENT 

Skin good enough to eat

Ella Baché Mosman 
694 Military Road, Mosman 2088 
p: 02 9960 4051 f: 02 9960 5025
e: ebmosman@bigpond.net.au  
w: www.mosman.ellabache.com.au


